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INTRODUCTION 

Use these instructions to get a quick start with Disc is Books, 
The following instructions assume that you are already familiar with your 
CDTV™, If you have any questions about your CDTV, refer to the 
manual that came with your hardware, 

With Discis Books you have nothing to fear because you can not break 
anything or lose the information, However, do bear the following things 
in mind: 

* Avoid touching or scratching the surface of the disc 

* Never place a disc in the CDTV player without a caddy 

* Store the disc in a caddy or in its plastic box whenever possible 

* The sound from a Discis Book is at its best when played through 

stereo speakers. 



FOUR STEPS TO GETTING STARTED 

l Turn on your CDTV. 

2, Turn on your TV, 

3, Place the Discis Books CD-ROM disc in the caddy, 



4. Insert the caddy in the TV, 

Place the shutter end in first, with the disc label facing up. The Disc is 
Book on the CD-ROM will open automatically, You will see the 
Disc is logo for a few seconds until the Disci s Book opens, 

(If you need further assistance, refer to the CDTV manual) 



TWO BASIC PRINCIPLES 

Using a Discis Book is easy; there are just two basic principles: 

L You can click on words, pictures, page corners and sentence 
speakers to make something happen. 

For example, you can click on any word or picture element to hear a 
pronunciation. 

2. You can also double -click, or press and hold on words, picture^ 
page corners and sentence speakers to make different things 
happen. 

For example, you can double-click on a sentence speaker to hear one 
sentence read, or you can press and hold on any word to hear a 
pronunciation followed by an in -context explanation. 



When you first use a Discis Book it will be set to the Disci* Default 

Settings. These default settings are listed below. To customize the book 
to meet the specific needs of your child(ren) use the customize screen, By 
using the customize screen you can easily change the default settings and 
save your own new settings. See Customize Screen (p6). 
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BUTTON FUNCTIONS 



On the CDT V Remote Controller 

Arrow Buttons - Use these buttons to move the pointer to the item in the 
Discis Book you want to click on. 

"A" Button - Once you have positioned the pointer at an object or word 
using the arrow buttons, use the " A ,h button to click, double-click or press 
and hold. 

"B" Button - Use to enter and exit the customize screen, 

All current activity in the Discis Book, for example, the narration or 
background music, must be stopped before entering the customize screen. 
When you exit the customize screen using the "B" button it is equivalent 
to clicking on "cancel", and therefore any changed settings will not be 
saved. To save your custom settings, see the Enter Button (p9). 

The Customize Screen - The Discis customize 1 ' screen allows you to 
individualize the book for each readers specific needs. Use this screen to 
change what happens when you click, double-click, or press and hold on 
words, pictures, sentence speakers and page comers. Discis presets these 
settings to the Discis Defaults shown on page 5, but they are easy to 
change. 
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How to customize - The first time you enter the customize screen (by 



pressing the lh E" button) it will show the following: "when youlcJicklon 
iwordsl ". The preset Discis default is a pronunciation of the word, To the 
right of the screen is a list of 'Choices" which, in this case, will show 
Pronunciation, Syllables, Explanation, and Espanol, Moving "Espafior 
into the sequence will give you a Spanish pronunciation of any word or 
picture element, 

To add an item - To add one of the choices from the right of the screen 
to the sequence on the left just select the choice with the "A' r button. 



Keep the M A" button held down while you are dragging the choice across 
to the sequence using the arrow buttons. Release the 1I A" button once you 
have positioned the choice in the sequence. Multiples of the same item 
can appear in the sequence. 

To change the sequence order - Select a sequence item with the "A" 
button then drag and release it into a new position in the same way as 
above, 

To remove an item from the sequence - Select the item and drag it 
outside the box area and release. 

To modify another setting - For example, to change what happens 



"when you | press and hold] on ; senten ce speakers]" use the arrow buttons to 
position your pointer at the click-action box and use the 'A 11 button to 
move to the next click action (ie. from single click to double-click to press 
and hold). Do the same thing to change from words to sentence speakers 
at the next box. You will now see the sequence ©f events lor a press and 
hold on ii sentence speaker. Follow the same slops us above to add items, 
remove items or change the order of the sequence. 

Pause Facility - A pause can be inserted between each sequence item. To 
alter the length of this pause (between 0-4 sees) select Pause" within the 
sequence using the "A" button and the Pause box at the bottom left of the 
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screen will become active. Use the "A" button to click on the up/down 
arrows to increase/decrease the length of the pause. 

Phrased Reading - This reading is a slower narration (press and hold on 
a sentence speaker under Discis Defaults). A pause of up to 4 seconds 
can be inserted between the phrases in this slower narration. To alter the 
pause duration select "Phrased Reading" within the sequence using the 
"A" button. The Pause box at the bottom left of the screen will become 
active. Use the "A" button to click on the up/down arrows to 
increase/decrease the length of the pause. 

Enter Button - Use to save the custom settings and exit the customize 
screen. When you exit the customize screen using the enter button your 
settings will automatically be saved. If you do not wish to save the 
changed settings you can either exit via the M B" button or click "cancel" to 
revert to the original pre-changcd settings, or click "Oops 11 to reset the 
sellings to the Disc is Defaults, 

Forward & Reverse Buttons - To turn pages you can use either the 
forward or reverse buttons, or you can click on left and right page comers 
(using the click action you have preset within the customize screen or the 
Discis Default of a doubleclick), A quick method of going to a specific 
page is to drag the black triangle located to the right of the book up or 
down, 

9 



P" p 



Stop Button - Use to stop the Disc is Book from continuing in its current 
mode, If the book is reading, but you want to stop to open the customize 
menu or click on words and pictures, use the stop button to halt the 
reading. It is possible to temporarily interrupt a reading simply by 
clicking on a word or picture element. Once the information has been 
given on that word or object the reading will automatically resume. 

Ptay/Pause Button - This button will perform the same action as a single 
click on a sentence speaker, according to the Discis Defaults this is ''read 
rest of book". If you have stopped the reading and now press the play 
button, the Disc is Book will resume reading at the first sentence speaker 
on the present page. If there is no sentence speaker on the present page 
then the book will resume reading at the next sentence speaker, 

OntheCDTVUnit 

Eject Button - Use to close the Diseis Book and eject the CD-ROM 
caddy from the CDTV player. 
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

Read other children's poets - Dennis Lee t Shel Silverstein and Michael 

Rosen, 

Create masks using a coal hanger bent into a circle with a stocking 

pulled over it. Paint a scary monster face on the stocking. 

Make Spooky Sundaes and Monster Munsch, 

Spooky Sundaes 

- Put a scoop of ice cream in a bowl 

- Make a spooky face on it with chocolate chips, shredded coconut, 
raisins, etc. 

Monster Munsch 

- lc of semi- sweet chocolate pieces - lc of crushed shredded wheat 

- lc of shredded coconut - l/2c of peanuts 

Melt the chocolate in a double boiler and stir until smooth. Mix all 
ingredients into the chocolate. Drop the mixture by teaspoonsful onto 
waxed paper. Place in the refrigerator until chilled. 
Find spiders, worms, and other 'creepy crawlies" in your yard. Capture 
them in a "bug box", examine them, find out more about them from 
your local library, and then return them to their natural habitat. 
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NO QUESTIONS ASKED 
WARRANTY AGREEMENT 

Discis Knowledge Research Inc. 
will replace any "Discis Book" found to be non- 
operational due to manufacturing defects. 
However, we go beyond this with the Discis special 

"NO QUESTIONS ASKED" WARRANTY 

For a period of one -year after the purchase of any "Discis Book", 

Discis will replace I hat dist: no limner how ii wa.s damaged. 

Step on it? That's ok, Kids played baseball with it 

as second base? That's ok, Simply send your damaged disc and 
money order for $6.00 (to cover postage and handling) to: 

Discis Knowledge Research Inc, 

NYCCPO Box #45099 

5150 Yonge Street 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M2N 6N2. 

We will send you a new replacement disc, 

Remember - to qualify for the 

"NO QUESTIONS ASKED" WARRANTY, 

you must return your warranty card within 15 days of your purchase. 
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Whether you're frightened by goblins or Gerbelgeks. fog phantoms or 

even I he dreaded pocket monster, you 1 ]] find lots of chuckles and chills 

in Scary Poems for Rotten Kids. This comic anthology by award-winning poet 

sean o huigin takes young readers on a fun-filled tour of the terrible. 

o hui gin's unorthodox style and outlandish vocabulary make these poems 

a treat for children and adults alike. 

The Discis Book™ brings o huigin 's poems to life for readers. You can ask the 

CDTV™ to "read" your favorite passages, to explain or pronounce unfamiliar 

words., and even to identify objects in the accompanying pictures, The parent. 

the teacher or the reader can easily customize the Discis Books experience. 

The wide range of built-in educational options includes music and sound effects 

to enhance reader appreciation, and second language audio background. 

Requires a Caddy. 

For ages 8 years and older 

PRIMARY TEXT IN ENGLISH, ( WT10NALAUDK) BACKGROUND IN SPANISH 
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Discis 



Discis is un-dt T-stancl-ing, 
1-800-567-4321 
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WARRANTY CARD ■ REMINDER 

Don't forget to send us your completed "No Questions Asked Warranty 11 
attached to the back of this booklet 

Scary Poems For Rotten Kids 

Producer -Julia Lowry 

Creative Director - Ken Jones 

Lexicographers Lisa Darraeh, Greg Cudcrian, Ahmad Saldullab 

Voices - Ken lias] am. Margaret Pascu, Don Ferguson* Ken Jones, Ashley Betting, Laura 

Condi] n, Avi Phillips. 

Spanish Translation - Raul Gaivez, Joseph Davidovic 

Spanish Ycriee Joseph Davidovie 

Musk & Sound Effects - Ken Jones 

Product Development Team Ian Caven, Evan Gross, David Lowry, Jobn Lowry, 

Stephen Ort\ Piotr Pytlik, Joseph Scheubanimer. 

Text of Original Book Copyright © 1 9SS by scan o huigin. 

Illustrations Copyright © 1988 by John Usher, Scott Hughes. 

Background audio, texi and pictures, and Diseis Book software Copyright © 1^*)1 by 

Disc is Knowledge Research Inc. 

The objective of Disci* is to present a sensible and justifiable standard of language use 

which is readily understood by the great majority of English speaking people around the 
world. While it is impractical to offer the many regional variations in speech habits, word 
use and pronunciation, we believe [bat our choices conform to tlie most widely accepted 
principles of pood iisnge. 

A ek no w led ^eme nts 

Diseis [hanks the following people: Michael Bayer, Antoinette Healey. Sr. Georgette 
Laniy T Jerry Sinclair, Jaap Tuinman, Riehard Wah Kan 



WARRANTY CARD 

To viilidiiLe your warranty ple-iise Complete e l| i v eurd &nd re< jrn i1 1o us within 15 days of purchase. 

Name of Purchaser 

Address 

City 



Ap[. 



Zip/Po&uil Code 

Ageis) of u*ef{s) ibi^ DiscLs Book, wus bought for . 

Number of Discis Book users in household . 



._. Slflie/Pnovint:e 

Telephone - day-iime -i 



i. 



Age(s) of non Discis Book us«r{s? in household 

How often do yoa use Disiis JJooks on your CDTV com pared to other CDTV pro^i-ii ills'? 

Less than other programs [ Ahoui ihe same as other programs More than other programs 

How did you find oui arxmr Disci? BooM 

Store ! T.V Miipaiinc Friend Other 

Where did you purchase your Discis Book(s)? 

WIvm orher titles would you like lo see on Disds Books'? 
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